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'Valdosta Catapults Into State T1tle Game
‘With 23-0 Clone Conquest OfF ene

By MIKE CHASON

Dec. 2, 1978—-8-

in Fnr perhaps the first time *

schoal  football
game has been

It pened in a 1!-0
Valdosts victory
Benedictine  here I ly

night in a contest which gave '

the hometown Wildcats their

second straighf Class AAAA
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Pntng s 73
Peraitien T8 sm
(formerly AAA) South

Gmrzu Chlmplumh:p and
left , from
Sa vlruuh wl l.u eerie
[tellng they had seen it all

Call it deja vu il you will as

the two werhouses

replayed their game of a year

ago when Valdosta chalked

“I’ a 13-0 quarterfinal round
n

victory over Benedicline in
Savannsh. 7 .

The now 0 used
their same nes un-
inch defense an

multiple offensive palternu tu
carve out & win over the wish-
bane-minded Cadets who still
haven't discovi ered the for-
wal

55.
As a result, number one-
rated Valdosta is headed for a

in's
Bears a week from today at.
Cleveland Field here. Griffin
ni| favored Lakeside 18-
14 in the othér Class AAAA

W

J.lrnu Walsh “When
you coach the run blocklng.
sometimes you have a ha;
time falling back for th

pass.”

Bul as Walsh knows only
too well, teams that run a lol
also take 2 chance on fum:
bling a lot.

The Cadets uughx a course
in fumbling on this 58-degree
Friday night, and It might
have mld: lh: difference in
the ballga:

Ben Icnne. which wound
up 112, lost the mu three
umes on

Valdosta eoaverled !\iu u(

Scores 3 Ton

The Baldogta BailoBimes
SPORTS

mem into touchdawns.

“*Idan’t know if the fumbles
were the whole difference or
not,” Walsh said, “because [
don't know {f we would have
gonr on and scored. But wi

moving the ball prelly
weLl and it could hdve put
some pressure on them if we

'i were pretly loose
lrler ey got ahead, and
hen they're loose, nobody's
Inln tobeatthem.” 3
Valdosta  Coach - Nick
Hy! der. who compleud ttep
one lowa, 200th ‘career
coaching uh:lory -pinpointed
the fumbles and a Rodney
Gordon punt which died on
the Benedictine 3-vard line as
th_H:mc-(urnlnl lactors.

plays ~after that.

quarter
whrm

g back Chris
L) Met'n{u:y In the end zone for
ety.

punt,
all over

were th

punt, who now hasa
career uichln; record of
101-25-3, said.

e ' feit ' like
youngsters pl.lyed. fairl urel]
Qur lads played on
pretty even kul lI.I year. We
stress  defense and
kicking game and both of

were big factors
o

‘0 the surprise of no one
amnng the bundled-up crowd
of 9,800, the ¥isiting quln .1
AAAA champions opened th
game doing'the eame lhing
lhey were doiny when
final curtain fel
... running the fool.hl
It worked to the tune of m
yards for the ni an
ards on this partlcular. ive
ut a Jamcs Harris sack of
Cadet erback Danny
Dotsor nul most of thal
ona thrd lown situation.
When Troy Themas
returned the resulting kickof{
31 yards lo the Benedictine

chdowns

Bond Shook

By Times Staff Writer
As John Bond slowly lifted
nimsell off the still green
Cleveland Field" grass, the
Valdosta High School fans-in
attendance at Friday night's

In Texas Victory

Class AAAA South Georgia
Championship game started
jogging their memories for
the name of the third team
Wildcal quarterbact

Last week, they watched in

say-rd l!ne. the 'Cats were

Elgn p!ayus later, junior
qulﬂuln'blckl\gohn Bonﬁ¥
over al n center
Blasetti m three I'dz
away for six pnlnl.l

David Reaves kicked the

Benedictine's hopes began to
rld.n as quickly as the multi-

lored balloons floated away
mvm the VHS cheerleaders at
the :;n(rtdﬂl'tha nme

jam the ball dnvnulbe VHS
-yard on their next

l pdnl. Dotson un-
cork Dil-dwnt an
the cmnl-p-l
monnd

ut Mydse had seen all ne
wlnmwmoﬂlcﬂﬂh

McCarthy s as
Inl-n. duru

merq hn'- my und cr

Il was almost all Bond ﬂl
the ensulng n;-nd lwr—p].
drlve which culm! L{

lunbool dhghy of
bm n field runding by the
nlnr, making his first
ty start nqumerb ck.

explmd’inlh
team quarterhqek

u:l lwu weeks ago, Bond
ooked like a mky vetéran
with both fists Ihruul in the
air after the scor

Qn the Ild!llﬂ!. the :ug
Bond replaced looked on witl

almost as much joy. Senior
signal-caller John Lastinger
incurred a  shoulder

separation in a quarterfinal
matchup against Westside
and Is out for the year.
Clifford Johnson recovered
another Cadet fumble in the
second quarter but the
scoreboard remalned silent
until the ever aggressive VHS

d!len:e plled on McCarthy in
with 47 seconds

Ieﬂ befau lhehllftimﬂ gun.
Harris led the way for the
night with eight tackles from
his end slol, cornerback

Thomas  a seven,
linebacker Lynn Roberts had
seven, linebacker  John

Branan had six, and Kenny
Evans and Johnson had five
nmecc

oberts on a Dela
Guardia llimb in the third
uarter to initiate Valdosts's
inaltouchdown march,

Flashy halfback Ernest
King, wearing number 4 after
his traditional 44 was torn
from his shoulders early on,
shook loase for a 53-yard run
down to the Benedictine 6-
yard line. King totaled 73
yards in Lhe nine carries

Irvin Roe, the other half of
the  Wildeats'  “double
dynlmlle combination,

ed the ball to the 1, and
Bund did his thing again from

there with 2:52 lelt in the-

third A
Benedictine never-smelled

Off S tmgmg Blow

horror as senler quarterback
John Lastinger, this year's
Region 1-AAAA  Offensive
Player of the Year, walked
off the field with a dizlocated
shoulder.

Erxleben Ignored Toe

AUSTIN, Texas (AP! — It
was the final Southwest
Conference game of ell
Erxleben's career, It was on
national televjsion, It was
sgainal bilter' rival Texas

And Erxleben’s big loe
throbbed like a bad
toothache

Earlier in the week, the

right toe of the Longhorns®

punter -apd placekicker was
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hurt

black and green and it
Friday marning.

But Friday night, Erxleben
went out and dri lled wa f\!ld.

ncluding a 58-ya
l:d !l[hl times for an
avera 48 yards, in-
cluding a o -yarder.

Coupled with a key safety
and a swlrmlng defense that
neld ww- ard rusher Curlis

o a career row 11
rda the 14th-ranked Texas
nghorns l.hrn t:l th

Texas
n-unn-u;- lzlevind SWC

e rieben injured the toe a

Hamilton Co.
Takes Opener

JASPER,
Tucker |:nred !
Mnt}l n Dye added 12to send

milten ~ County's  girls’
bunf.blll team to & 19-41

vl nvll.le here
Fridsy night.

Hamlilton held a narrow
lead from the second quarter
to the fioish In its season

Willams' had 13
points for Grees
Hamition meets Macelenny
onthe road Tuesday.
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st Bwlor and
practice all wi
1 m:lldn‘l have

drawn it up any better,” satd
Erxieben, who is almost
certain to be first-round
draft choice in the National
Foolball League. “That was
the way [ wanted to go out,
end my career here.”

Erxleben sald _of the/
heavily lnpzd m‘ L Buess i
war, up
somelhing. bul it did.n:
trather me at all. On the 5§
yard field goal 1 owe a lul lu
Coach Ake: I He had
confidence in me ‘o try m
{rom Lhat position,

Erxleben said, "ll was Lhe

L I've ever punted in dy
life. I wanted ¢+ play real ba

it wus mind over

rlnl
Mark alli, carning his
first sun ﬂl the year, scored
un & 3-yard run and had two

key il es that set up other
Longhorn scores.

But it was a key delensive
lay by linebacker Brucc
holtz that turned a lI

game around in the

period.
‘With the Aggies tralling 10-
7 alter_ quarterback m:
Mosley had scored on a
Scholtz u:kl:d
Elck!y in the Aggie end zone
for a safety. Jun 49 seconds
later, the scored
again on Jnhny W Jaues’
5- y-rd toachdown run Lo put
the A away.
Erxleben later added a H-
yard fleld goal as Texa:
whid: will play Hurgllni
rc 23 in .the Sun Bowl,
its overall record to 8-3
lnduln SWCplay.
es, who 'Iuihy
all of ‘Fame
glme Dec. 23 against Towa
tate, pre 7-4 and 44.
Coach Fred Akers
‘ve never had so much

fun. "
H'e lnld his l]um lﬂ.!rth?

quarterback

Hchth a who last: .
started 18 m«. sald he
wasn't camln why he was
selected  to head of

{ifthyear ~ ses Randy
Hc nchern. ’I did not

"Ynu:re getting  your
chanee this week,” Akers
said lo McBalb.

AJ;m Coach Tom Wilson
3ai "“The salel

r s
dellnilrly the hlj play.
had the momentum. 1'fe lt il
‘we copld come out of the third
}1 er 10-T we would e in
good ahape, but lhey gc( twu
puinl.l an field
pmiuun

W, added, “McBath did
an elc-nllcnt jeb running their
nflenla He made the big
plays.”
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A 8
over  Brool

'l‘rnlnnauu hern Frii y
night.

The Bulldogeltes, now 1.3,
hit on only 24 of 40 {ree

a 5450 to the now 1-1

villl.nrl from Quitman.

bays' game, Brooks
l'l‘wjuu ui.udlxeir
to 20 with a

of the now 3!

Cnuu
mor!
conquest
Bulldogs.

Alphoriso Williams lﬁpﬂd
‘the. Bundn “effort wil
rol nts. Bllly Joe' Foster added

. -
" Darrell Nickols ‘scored 18

ints  for the Trofans
‘Ronald Wrice ‘wided 1 and

Band' came and or-
chestrated a 52- n washout af
Westaide in Lhe Class AAAA
quarterfinal contes

ond quarter and Valdosta
Jeldlng 140, Bond looked
about to take to the sideline
never lo return against
31En!d!l.'lln! here iday
n

After hitting gm end Sam
Fletcher with rd

hy ﬂ a
defender. He was :Iuw
ting up and then wall nd
around trying to ke
hwlhltw“ohvlnuly a .uugmg

F!mll& he nodded his head
towa; e VHS coaches and
returned to the huddle. By the
time he hrwrhl his team up
to the line of scrimmage, a
dulay of game penalty

'ﬂun Valdosta ordered 8
timeout 5o the 8-fool4 lunlnr
could regaln his bearjngs.

“I-got hit In the bacl
Bond  explained “the
dressing room later. *'I mean
he really stuck me to. All of
them could stick -you pretty

ran for

Bond had -Irudg e
48 yar

touchdowns of 3 ani

and still had & 1-yard scoring
scamper ﬁud of him In the

third pu Needless to say,
he stayed ;nmn and
VHS ook 8230 v tory.

Mzssed F oul Shots
Cost Lanier Girls:

Times suuwmu
ND, An

Anthony Jones. stuck in 12
more.

Clleryl Weldon threw in 19
points for the Lanler girls,
-nnleelarmlnnﬁd-d.u

Lanier trayes) to Nashville,
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The 48-yard dash ta paydirt
as time ran oul in the first
querter _was one nobody
Jreally expected Bond I.n
He ran right
through the gut “of the
ictine defense; escaped
p of four tacklers and
L by three others,
led a long rum,”

1 ha

thi ar
With lhe prnlccuan of an
offensive line which feat
three memben Scolt Griffin,
Tony Bla and Andy
Chapman, un u. all-Region
1-AAAA lqund Bnnn did
something sta:

He has quiclly established
him3ell as a worthy suc-
cessor .. to position of
Lastinger, -md Friday night
was Lhe first time he had ever
started a vanily slme at

qulrl.!r;nlcl
"Bond's got wm
ment few : ple have," H‘I}rs
Coach Nick l{yd:r said,
“He's six-four

“The anly difference

Dbetween Bond and Lastinger
is that one of them drives a
later model car than the other
one," Valdosla offensive
coordinator and rlny-caller
Buteh Brooks said with a

grin.

“John did a good job,"
Lllllng!r. who spent the
ame on the sideline in a
lack Valdosta letterman's
facket and gold VHS
said. "'All of them did.""

PreE Pla yoffs

Griffin Comeback

By The Anioclated Press

Griffin, taking advantage of Lakeside
from & 143

fumbles, roared back

fourth-quarter ‘deficit to upset IJ:e
Vlklﬂ‘l 18-14 and win the North Geo!
AAAA high school football title F‘r!d:y

night.

. Valdosta,  which -

C’l!rdlnd Field in Vaidost

AAA Frldu. Dalton beat
uuhvllh 26-14 for the North title,
earning the right to meet Westminster,
which defeated Swainsboro 29-28 on

overtime penetration.

In Class AA, Claxton's 18-14 vic|
will undm

over Mitchell County

to get

Bet,

cap,

rolled
Benedictlne 23-0, will face the Bears for
the state ehamplaulbly Balurd.ly at

the end zone in the second | Wantsno

hall, and VHS came clnu
again only once. Rn
atlempted a 40-yard

early in the fourth Aner
which was blocked by Wayne
Rabinsor

And now the
Valdosta's
Wildcals dropped
decision to Cllprke Cenlral in
Athens last season.
The glmlu could be swit-

ched to Friday night if both
schools am bul  Hyd:

VHS Quarterback Jo

Imlcul

Benedictine Quarterback Danny Dotson Starts To Deal Ball Off Rith Troy Thomas (36) Awaiting The Tackle

rtof that,

“I will be on Saturday
somebody  cl
"' the VHS coach said. "1
ISt to play an Saturday.
need Monday o

closing moments of the tird quarter,

'” who

over

Tigers against East Rome, which edged

Cnmmam 18-1% for the North crown

ln chu A;- the-Charlton County
Indlans captured lhe South title wllh a

17-7 victory over M|

Buford trounced Feldwood 210 In the

North.

Griffin's comeback began in the

8 later,
Valdosta

then made ‘the twp-point cor
version for a 14-11 score. [
With less-than five m}
play, Griffin's Melvin
Viking fumble at the Lakj
drive.|That drive

unable to

when the Bears Willle Gan{ t returned a

Mark Fleetwood punt 53

Lakeside 30. A personal

vanced the ball to the Viki;
Griffin scored six playsiater on a 5-

yard run by quarterbach

ards to the
oul call ad-
g 15.

Jefl Ector,

ules left to
pey fell on a
Ide 33 to set

r, - when
\f! the ball

On fourth down, the Bur; faked a
(ma |ul And J'um Stewart hit
¢ a first down'at the

L.lkuhte 10. Ricky Williams
winning touchdown on n:-yu

ored the
3.rin two

Lastinger w. -n by 7. but it
didn't seem to any difference as
reserve |£ﬁll¢ er Jnl:n nd scored
three tou % to lead-Gfe-Wildeats

n Bmd'Load:Hu Tflmwmgn!m

sihick John

~Tiras Fhatt Prootcs By Rater] Wiver 1

Fonets2 1, pocsnt
g 311045
n.mmnncmmm. Beracicring
hokes * tononz 1.

We
off. We'll start

et Provece 5.
o3, Ghced Kee L SRS, Rebiracn
2, Womble

* receenen feh
intereeprion.
Jorciption.
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to unu 14th straight viclory.

Valdosta -Halfback Ernest King led ~
all rushers with 73 yards on nine ~
earries, while Bond, who gained 350n12.

:lrr}u cumplul:d}l/nu\\ s for 69
yards.

Danny Westfall rushed for 181 y-rdu
while Catamount quarterback Kenny
Sharp collected another 105 yards on
the ground o lead Dalton to a 25-14
victory over Gainesville in Class AAA.

Claxton, which had not won a region
champlonship in 17 years, triumphed in
a tough' 1814 defensive |lruu with
Mitchell County In Class AA.

Linebacker Derrick Blitch, who shut

Tigers.

Efst Rome edged Commerce 14-13
‘when the Tigers’ final lll.rl~pﬂint [ﬂ
I.Ilo nma went wide. it Rém

hnny Tutt collected ao ylrﬂs on'i7
urrlu!armnlcton !



