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Patience Pays: ‘Cats N

By RAY WILLETT

. Editor
Valdosta's  Wildcats,
patiently waiting

Pouncing oo a Cary Clark
fumble on the Bulldogs’ 4 yard
line with Thomasville leading,
74, the ired upCats needed
ol four plays o el he g
ahe;

Valot teams, the pess wae
pon that did the
B\dldoulnlh-hme
Instead, the Wildcats took a
chapter or two from the
Thomasville playbook and
used a crunching, time-
consuming ground game to
grind out 26 yards o the
ground and keep the ball — and
the ball game — from the

were dead-even o tunovers.
The Wikdcats hl the ball
ooce oo an interception by

Darryl Duncan for 17 yards,
Kavouklis got two on a draw up

start the contest, the 'Cats set

the final period was a severe
sail for the end zone from the

blow 1o the "Dogs chances of

had moved to the Valdosta 15,

Bulldogs
Valdosta quarterback John with four yards to go on second
down.

snatching the lead from the middle — and the referees  Bulldog42 yardline.

Scott Horton to stop a drive o0 tacked on 15 more against the  The Wildcats covered the 88 A misplaced handoff ended
dead in its track, and coughing 1he Bab elected o try Wildeats for a [acemask yards on their first possession, up in the arms of an onrushing
the ball up twice on fumbles. o n:;". X for the Yiolation — to put the ball on  making it look easy as Wildcat lineman to bring the
The Bulldogs turned it over . quart . lf“:';'n — byt 'be Bulldog 47 with 20 seconds  Lastinger riddled the Bulldog  te rush to a skidding
three times to the Wildcats —  al ~""::-“a 5 Chastain  Temaining secondary with four straight halt, as the Bulldogs luck —
m A pidbdiriord ,'::::y mmbl-'-h;:d.by an :'.‘:: ot w:"‘“" andthe | T?;'b‘;xxis then dm?u :mp\t:‘:‘u— good for a total  mostly bad — coatinued to hold

ing for good yardage when plion — inother ard shor o ulldogs sec ter ol 48 yai against the Wildeats
appeared be would be lucky to  Thomasville bobble played an  gleeful Wildcats 100k o5 vy wikieats picked off 2 The final 18 of those yards  Thomasville defeusive end
escape with his life from the effective part in stopping 2 ""mzﬂ was content to 1008 Chastain pass attempt — was on a spectacular one- Osnr Morris wll!!Bulldoﬂ
rush d and Lastinger fell on the ball ~handed catch by wide receiver the Dogs 4

Bu s e end Vaidia's  Both the Wikdcats and ""“"‘;Tﬁ:‘(ﬁ'ﬁ for two downs to gve the Frederick Blair in the end zone yardlioe, bt nly 3 seconds
S8 o Sestn o e Blliops ‘converked o duginand stlled  Widcat te e e — and the touehdown. were left in the first half — and
hdowns, Kogs ldcats wasted litle  The PAT try was wide, and o one really expectedthe

the final Valdosta drive with

but the failure of the Bulldogs
only 1:3 remaining in the

to convert for a first down on a
crucial fourth and two
situation at midfield midway of

the ifference in being region

time taking the upper hand at
champions and region run

the start of region cham-
pionship battle.
Kicking off to the Bulldogs to

the mistake gave the Dogs hrnovef be o
new life.

Driving goalward in the
second quarter, the Bulldogs

Bt Chasiain

game. dropped back,
Chastain hit wide receiver and spoted big tight end Guy

nerup.
The Wildcats and Bulldogs

For Region 1-AAAA Championship

It Was Typically Valdosta vs Thomasville

By JULIAN MILLER
It wasn't what they ex-

rejoicing — nor was it any Chasain drpped buck Lok
reliel. for a bole, saw none,
% hmhnmdlmlumlw
all he could muster up the

middle. The play died a yard
short.

w, there's no reliel,”
said Hughes, who saw 12 weeks
o region play and four weeks
of pre-season practice come to
anend

Thomasuille

pected
Thomasville's  Bulldogs

forgot
thelr e navorof e sk
ins didn't come; the
cod s show, he oo
and patience patented by each
of the teams in the Region 1.
AAAA high school - football
playoff game was replaced
with emotion
It was exctly what they

“Our goal was o play three
more games and we won't be
ableto do that now. To practice
and play football at *his time of

ery —itsa

second half was pretty
much like the first,” Hi
said. “We moved the ball at
times and at times go stopped
The same was true for
Valdasta

Besides putting his Wildcats
in Bne to host Westside of

uterpris

“'But we had the ball at mid-

expects Augusta in the first round of field with the opportunity to
It was Valdosta vs the State Class AAAA playclfs score and couldn't get the first
Mnnlle — and it ended next week, the victory made down.
th 29 seconds left on the Hyder a fan o the Bulldogs and
bt NICKHYDER e P g Ty e Buldop)  psscsion o ake e haltime 7% T8y die Bl
“That's the first time all Pressure Shows “Quoting Jim Hughes now,”  played the game just the way it lead and finally stopped Valdosta's
night that | thought we had a Hyder said, ** “That was the was suppased tobe played ™ “We had the lead," said i o their own 14 with just
chance to win the football undefeated football trying 0 best advertisement possible  However, it was still Hughes, “but we were not

ini
game," a relieved Nick Hyder battle their way through the Lastinger who turned things  exactly kicking people around V" mifute remaining
said.

regon there tonight.* And sive around for the Wildcats in the ~out there. We had an emotional _ In three plays the Bulldogs

That's when cornerback  “The pros can win 3 Thomasvillecredit They dida second half, scrambling for 47 effort before the hall. We hit had moved all the way to their
intercepted a  championship with less games  great job." yards in 13 attempts — most of the (touchdown) pass that ©own 7. But that's when Gor-

Johnny Chastain pass as the than thal.” said Hyder, who ~The Bulldogs, Hyder said coming on plays where surprised them. But from the don, from Valdosta's Mv

prevent defense,

them S o
be rightfull; ould have lost
o Bave b Chantains serisi and et

yardage, Hyder painted out

“Thomasville had ~fought
their hearts out,” Hyder said.
“They never gave wp. They
were coming back at the lastas
strong as ever. Thal's what |
mean by character.”

ul

had oppased the new playolf
system that forced an extra
playolf game into the schedule
before the Wildcats could
match their 110 record against
the then 92 Bulldogs “We
finally got out of the region.

For Thomasville Coach Jim

Bulldogs were mounting a fast
drive goalward in hopes of
turning the tide on the 12
Wildeat ead

had done more to the Wildeats
than take away their spirit by
taking a 76 halftime lead to the
room. They had taken
away Valdosta's passing at-
tack — and they didn't even
Knowit.
“Thomasville had done such

standpoint of  blocking and
we weren't fust

1t was actually mid-way the
were drowned on fourth quarter

that play because all that was

left for Valdosta to do was to
{all on the football and wait for

the clock torun out Hi the game Hyder a good job getting to Lastinger ldogs had come back  situation on the
For the Wildcats, it was the ull-d “the hardest played of in the first half we had topack  from a 60 deficit after the 4
culmination of 12 weeks of the season,” was noreason for him in ice at halftime,” Hyder Wildeats scored on their first  Quarterback  Johany

us.

Workhorse: Valdosta QB John Lastinger Scrambles For Yardage; Steve Hardin (20) Stops Ernest King

the battle, once and for 1650 Coloniol Dr.  Dial 226-5862
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key interception
defersive lineman Wayve
Arrington added 10 mere solo
tackles.

Defensive end Mike Mash,
li Charles Bates and
Calvin Wheeler all collected
eight individual siops each In
the determined Bulldog effort.

Halfback Lynn Roberts was
the leading Valdosta tackler
with nine stops.

Tailback Johnny Kavouklis

blasts at the

state playofts.
ves
Thomasville

ir 10 pass

Mlntyre 41
(R.

pass

Wheeler kick)

Valdosta — Roe § run (pass
]

Bl - ek ety (e

Mclntyre all alone at the four
yard line — and the pass was
right on the button for a 41-
yard TD.

Calvin Wheeler split the
uprights with the PAT kik,
and the Bulldogs took a happy
74 lead out for the halftime
intermissior

Linebacker Steve Strickland
led the Thomasville defenders
\nlh 11 individual tackles —

ind pounced on a Valdosta
fumbie on the five yard line in
the final period when it ap-

¥ Garten
ettt

~\

sleepers
Dick Weber and Patty Costello

Sleepers are troublesome and require an extra
bit of care and concentration. A sleeper is a
pin that is left directly behind another in a
spare leave. It could be a simple sleeper such
as the 23, the 39 or the 15. Or the
muld be in a combination of other pins in the
spare leave.
1f you have a simple sleeper, say the 3-9,
concentrate on the 9 pin and aim to hit it full
|]on You'll get the 3 pin in the process because
you'll have to go through the 3 pin to get the 9.
In combinatiors, you're almost on your own.
As in any spare leave, you have to study the
situation and try to select the mgle that will
get you as many pins as
One of the most troublesome mln leaves u
“the bucket,” the 24-58. In this case,
addition to the sleeper (the 28) you alsoh h.ve
apin on each side (the 4 and 5). A strike ball is
best way to handle the bucket. ine the
‘ 25 as the strike pocket and have at it.

But whatever, don't go to slm on the
sleeper. Chops are common in the sleepers
and youl have to be extra carctul
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SEE US FOR BEST PRICES ON:
* IMC Fertilizers Spraying Systems
* FRM Feeds * Seed
Sl Pronss - Sy Weeh Chemicals * Hardware
Vicki Rome, Rhonda Tucker Celebrate Bulldog TD; Lisa Hagan, Linda Cook Mourn Loss ~ Bonded f Agriculture sl |



