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By MIKECHAIDN plonship club in 197
ALBAN Valdostacame  undeleated in the g’t&.g::
to tnwn expecting l eague,
go’ T‘t'{. um"eurcmn s “ Mo Valdosta team
me cut ol
the tomb. e e

Riding the three-touchdown

5 ;
Beroles of halfback Eraest Botd conch. hie oD 28

head coach. That pack of

King and the Llimebomb 'Cats captured the I:IP.
passing combination of John  (now ANAAY :ulellll.:‘.'u‘
Lastinger to Irvin Roe, it was “1 oyght both teams

business as usual for the No. | layed awful bard md vll.h

vanpinick ot of intensily,” Vi
B B e
ugherty kepl altac lnn.
Teanus Mo 2 and I think thal's typical of
Pt 11, B 3 % Regionl-AAAA,
Fumbie Lot & se)  “Lastinger to Ros was an
Pensines i@ 34 awlul good combination for
rated Wildcats in a 337 us. It seemed 1o click when

we néeded it. Our defense
was rock ‘rib the first ha
and we let our younger buyl
finish out thereat theend.”

up a perfect 10-0  Hyder sald his team came
season and s second straight  into the game well aware thal
region 1-AAAA (North) tille, if  Dougherty won, the
The Wildnlls became the Trofans would be the first
first enm since  place finisher In ‘the North
'nmmuvnln ate cham: subregion, If that had hap-

demolition; of Dougherty’s

playofl hupe: before a crowd

of 7,000 here Saturday night.
W'I.U: the victory, Valdosta

seaund bath Vlldnll.l lr.\d
would ba
1 |uhr-|lnu marks uﬁ ln u;e

m which won the mullr

u.nnnuneh
As 0t - lleis naw,
Dougherly is eliminated from

the playolfs, and Tift County
(Tifton) Is l.he No. 2 team
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from th
Bougnerty ~and Tt "otk
wuund up with 3-2 subregion
ecords, but Tift blasted me
z-mp... 230 in their regular
season contest.
Tift Coach Gene Brodie
lll:ndtd Sllur\hy nllml
ame nd  hreathed

T in Tt

Friday night. Yaldosta hosts

crosstown rival Lowndes at

Cleveland Field. Lowndes
“ finished second In Lhe South

subreglon. _

"It was kind ol a
resurrection for Dougherty
when Tift lost (Lo oCris)
Counly Friday),” Hyder ul\f
“They knew they had s
chance to be subregion
champions.

“'But we prepared for that
because we knew il was one

Valdosta'look & 200 halftime
edge. Brodle did say Tift
quarterback Ken Hobby has a
broken wrist and that flanker
Antonio Terry is no longer on

the team  because  of  of the possibilities.”

‘disciplinary reasons, has been the c w
Tift meets Reglon 1-AAAA  siraight weeks, Valdoste'
(South) champlon  preparation pald off hlnﬂ

Lowndes Guts Almost Win

Faor a split second, 7,200 fans, two high schoal football teams
and two very intemud coaches held their breaths. Then it
was over, The issue was decided. Jim Hughes breathed o sigh
of relief. Joe wndldn T

Anyone who was on hand for the final quarter of Friday
night's 13-7 Thomasville win over Lowndes and is stll alive
today can forget all about jogging, exercise and eatlng the
righf food. If their heart survived that last 10 minutes of helter-
skelter, wild and wooly football, the old thumper |s going to be
around a whilslonger,

Itwasa game that had to be seen Lo be believed.

For three quarters, Thomasville used its muscle to over-
power & Lowndes leam which was niliceably smaller af
almost every position. The Bulldogs scored the first Uime they
had the ball and drove to the 8 and 11:yard lines on Lwe other
occasions in the first hall.

1t 15 1o the credit of the Lawndes defense that Hughes' Lleam
didn't Iead by four touchdowns instead of only two heading into
that momentous fourth quarter. Thomasville's defense had the
LHS offense in a coma it didn’t seem to be able to shake.

And it might never have busted loose had it not been for a
defensive gem by Adam Reese, the LHS noseguard who
stormed in ta block & Johnny Chastain punt andwheelbarrow it
toward the goal line.

“There were 50 many big plays bul Reese blocking that punt
is what really got them started,” Hughes said.

wllson doesn’t question that at all,

“1 was saying all along that we had to have field position ar
gela break,” Wilson, the Lowndes conch, sald.

“*Adam was the break. He couldn’t pick that thing up bul he
had instinct’ enough to keep it in front of him. He did that
de"beril.!ly Justas sure as I'm sitting here Lalking to you

‘Pound for pound, Adam Reese is the besl football player in
the world. He tackled the whole backfield against Crisp Counly
and just kept throwing them out untl] he found the ballcarrier.
1t was Just ke you throw socksout of a drawer.

LMS quarterback Chuck DeVane took advantage of Recse's
effort by throwing a 6-yard scoring strike to Brent Edwards.

“Chuck DeVane was outs! ndlns throwing the ball,” Wilson
said of hia Junior s gn.hu ler. “Apd litle Brent Edwards

ancther break to stage
s got it when Chastain

offense, offense,” earlier Imte,
stayed onils feel,

That was right on Lh:nug.h the crucial roughing-the-kicker
call which was obvious but very surprising that Thomasville
would even try such a thing with the lead and clock ticking off

That was right on through the mini-fight between Steve
Thomas and Steve Strickland which got Thomas ejected but
left Strickland in the game, and that was right on through the
marvelous passing show Lowndes put on enroute lo what
looked to be the winning Louchdown.

But Phil Clay silenced the “'Plowbay " side of the stadium
when he picked off Terry Cooper's halfback pass in the end

*'Our kid was open In the end zone.” Wilson said, *'but their
player just made a grealplay.”

Vith 2:23 left on Ihe clock, there seemed little chance
Lowndes would ever see the ball again, But again the defense
bowed its back and stopped the Bulldogs on & third down-and-
two situstion.

One punt later, Lowndes almed for the goal line 63 yards
away with 1:18 on the elock.

“All year long, I'va been afraid of making mistakes but in
the Inst part of the fourth quarter, 1 forget all about that""
DeVane said In the dressing room afterwards. “It was doordle
then "

Indeed it was. And Itwasalmopt "die’* when DeVanehad fis
first pass of the drive picked off. A pass Interference call l!ll
Lowndes-with the ball hawever. Two DeVene passes lo Chucl
Jones and one lo Edwards catapulled the Vikings lo the ls

Chason

Times Sports Editor

yard line with nine seconds left

Then came one of many crucial calls,

Jones caught anolther pass close to the goal line and was
knocked out of bounds. However, the officials said Thomasville
had 12 men on the field and marked off the penalty . Lowndes

did not huve a cholce of taking the play or the penalty, in-
dicating the official blew his whistle béfore Lhe play bega

That brings up an interesting point which Wilson Ihuuﬂhl
about all Saturday morning.

“If he blows the whistle, that kills the clock,” Wilson said.
“If they stop the clock, we've still got nine seconds left. We
could have gotten off Lwo plays in nine seconds

“I believe it's your choice to take the play or the penalty We
didn't have any choice. It cost us six seconds. That play was
just about as important as the louchdown, ™

Ah yes, the apparent touchdown It's a play Lowndes fans
will never fotget 3

With three seconds lefi and the ball on the 13-yard line,
DeVane threw lo Edwards in the end zone. He caught the ball
inbounds in the back of the end zone. While Edwards was in the
air, Thamasville's Scott Horton pushed him out of baunds

Then came (hat splil second when all breathing stapped
Then the 2ebra on the scene made his decision and both sides of
the stadium exploded, Thomasville in cheers and Lowndes in
jeers.

What was Wilson's immediate reaction when he saw
Edwards catch the ball?

going to take Eric. T!luml!‘ placean
the extra point * Wilson sald
Does that mean he was sure Edwards had l!:ﬂrtd"

“1saw Brenl had his man by & couple of steps, and [ tried 1o
loft it," DeVane said. “'Brent made a great catch on it |
thought it was a touchdown but I wasn't inany position to tell.”

Edwards thought he had scored also Hughes said there was
no way he (Hughes) could see the play from his particular
vantage point. Wilson pointed Lo the "human element.”

“The human element figures in Lhere,” he said. “It wasn't
the human element of a kid making & mistake. It was the
human element of the man in the striped shirl moking a
decision. It’s just too bad it has to affect everything these kids
have worked for

“But I'm just as proud as punch of these kids and what
they've accomplished. They've been up against tremendous
odds all year. They never quit Just like the Lowndes {ans, By
all rights, they could have given up the ghost after the first
half. Bul they didn't.

“That's why they play twohalves in a football game ™'

Even though it didn't win, Lowndes might have proved
somelhing Friday nighl. The Vikings were not even in the
game until the fourth quarter as far as stalistics are con-
cerned. Bul stals are cald, hard facls. The emotion involved
wilh the LS comeback was something which had been hidden
during the first nine games and three quarters of the season
That's one of fhose inlangibles coaches are always talking
about.

Bul they use another word for it

guls

Youth Football
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- Local Teams Near Season’s End

.BCMidget Bur
From Times Stalf Reports
Jeff Davis Lee caught & 26-

ln other actiod, Gary
Thomas scored two touch-
downs on runs of 60 and 34

yard pass from David yards to lead Firat National
Johnson and Flozell Stone Bank to & 19-0 shutout over
scored dn a lhree-yard runto  Import Auto Center. David

Crenshaw scored dhe game's
first touchdawn on a four-
yard run.

In another game, Bosch
Qlds-Buick downed Cuchln
Good Bakers 1%8. Crackin
Good scored first on a one-
yard plunge by Guy Belue:
but Bosch came back with
three touchdowns.

Dirk Hardin scored on a 38:
yard run, Lamar Eichlrﬂlan
on & 4yard run, and B
Dwelle returned a punt M
yards for the third score.

"YMCAFlag

lead Levi Strauss to a L4-8 win
aver Moody AFB In Boys
Club Midget League action
here  Salurday — moraing
Gerald Mitchell scored on a
one-yard run, then passed to
Tony Rhynes for the con-
version for Moody's scoring.
In other action, Kelvin
Willlams scored on & 18-yard
run in the fourth quarter for
the only score of the game as
CWA 3223 downed C & S Bank

rn another game, Bobby
Phillips scored two touch-
downs on runs of two and 27

yards to lead Colson Printing J-mu ‘Brown scored on &
Co. to .a 130 victory aver yard run spd passed to
Dowling Bag Co. muy Mncrmlniorlmu':d

chdown to lea .
. BCPee Wee .M-mll.nml lmn Vlllna-un
% Ron Cowart scored the

YHC&

three
tou on runs of 10, ll rl ll|
Flll F-vnlbll] Fllynll action

chdowns
and 28 yards lv lead
mromn

over Massey Drugtore in
~~Boys Club, Pee Wea action

The other an: swre-
umc on runs of 44 and &

here a mornl ds by Barthaniel Wuru
Roger Bnd ther points and Ben Hogan respectivel
came on d Tun by @ other action, g:o-apnrl-l

Un}lmll!ﬂ Dolphl
out to an early 1ud .na held

1
G ’l‘lll-:r and .a 25-yard
Fl’l'l‘ mer:-pliuu by Tim

ﬂﬂ to down Judy's Ham- Home Improvement Cowboys
urger Broncos 19-13. The in YMCA Midgel lcague

Dolphlnl scored twice In the [ootball action here Saturday

second quarter on a 3-yard morning. - Kelth Stith and

Tun by Robbie Hastings and s Randy Merwin also scored

40-yard ass  from Tim for the Raiders.

.williams to Robble Hastings

In the third period, Dennis  The lone Combor score

Reynolds scored |-yarg ~€ame on a louchdown run by

run for TEs OMls Henry)

The Bronco scoring came In the only other game,
on 1-yard run by Gary Joey Davis rambled in for o
Koltut and a 33-yard run by drnml!ic fourth guarter

David Muskevitsch,

In the final game, Wade
Walker scored on a one-yard
plunge and Aaron Marshall

from

core to give the Joe Hall
I.Jud Cars Warrlors a 70 win
over the Fleming -Willlams

Used Cars Calts.
riln Inm X Iﬂlil‘hclo ylrd:ila .
give the Griffin ration
Eoebays & 130 shutout win YMCA Pee Wee. -

over the Cam Company hi Valdosta Lighting
Falenk: /VT‘I:LM&I scored'a 14-0 shutoul
Tournament action will over the Harbin's Pool Bears

resume Tuesday nightat 6:15 In YMCA Pee Wee league
at Pendlelon Park with the football action here Saturday
Sineath and Mecks Ralders morning. The Vikings scored
(500) playing the Griifin all their points in the second
Corporation Cowboys (2-3-1); quarter.as Pt Lynch thade a
and again Thursday night at tackle In the Bears end zone
8:13 as the lmn-m Loan (nr a safety. Cedrik Horton

Vikings (810 the Rehberg scored
S‘pnru Unlimited Dulphlru 4 touchdnmls on runs of 3 and
-rdx respactively
YMCA Mid; N$ i and Drcren Agth
) mith and Darren Ast! n
GE dse‘ cored on runs of 14 and three
Jeflrey Cmper lcored four ylrd.l to_lead the Unlon

Electric Ralders to a 130
shutout over lthe Five Polnlu
Toyots Warriors.

touchdowns the
Quallty l-:lnclrlc ll-idm loa
4148 romp over Lhe Bray

somely.

The. Trojans had only 95
yards rushing and 57 passing.
‘The region's second leading
rusher, Lionel James, was
heldto32yards in 11 carries.
-

ldosta got a @6-yard
rushing from King who
scored second-quarter
touchdowns on 6-and B-yard
runs. King added o third
quarter score on a 4yard

ssing title
he threw. for 154 yards
on aeven of L3 tosses. de hit
the speedy Roe with a 50-yard
TD bomb in the second
quarler and with a 31-yard
scoring strike in the third
period.
Roe hauled in the final
score laying on his back. For
the night he had three catches

for 122 yards
“I really didn't reslize |
was in the end zone on that
last one.'* Roe said. 1 really
dldtﬂ think [ had it. John
threw the ball good tonight.””
Lastinger was relleved by
John Bond with 37 seconds Lo
piay In the third quarter and
walched the rest of the final
regular scason game of his
senlor season from Lhe bench.
But  Dougherty, which
wound up 64, never made
any comeback nolses the rest
Trojans did
shutout with
elght secands left inthe game
when Bebby Rush caught an
11-yard pass from Dougherty
quarterback Chris Norman
n the second nuarter,
Dougherty almost scared
after Valdosta hnd coughed
up & fumble but Alonzo Hall
fumbled what looked to be a
sure louchdown into and then
out of the end zane

#aldosta blanked six op-
ponents, the most shutouls by
a YHS leam since 1969
However, losing aul on the:
seventh was nal & major
heartache to VHS defensive
:mrdlnllurJan Rudolph

*No, that bunch’of kids in
there then needed lo play.”

The Valdosta Daily Times, Sun., Sov.

’Cats erte Last Chapter .TAO :1 0-0 Season

Rudolph said, “if you don't
put them in there at & time
like Lhis, nexl year when it's
time for them io play and the’
score is 7.7, they won't be
ready.

“¥ou've gol lo go |_A|m
them in a situation like this
tleast see what they can

Senior cornerback Troy
Thomas keyed the Valdosta

defensive effort with (wo
interceptions Norman
passes. Thomas and the rest
of the Valdosta secondary

harassed Norman into an 8:28
night  with  three  in.
terceptians.

“‘The defense had a real
good tush on him,"” Thomas

defensive

team took a severe Jolt in the

t five minutes of the game

when  standout  linebacker

Freddie Blackmon swent
down with an ankle injury

ert

defensive coordinator  Rex
Lynch said. "'Theg are better
than we are ghere's nd
question abaut ¢

‘IF we had played a real
good game, we might have
been able to beat them
Thomasville has a chance Lo

Py T

5. 1978-9-A—

defeat them, but I'm picking
Valdosta to win |
Friday's winner:

re to flip

a coin to see which hosts the
region ehampionship Nov, 17
The region titleist hosts the
state

round of the
playatts Nov, 24
Vhldosta school offl
said tickets for the Lowndes
game are 1o go on sale
Tuesday
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Valdosta Quarterback John Lastinger Stretches For Extra Yardage

ATHENS. Ga  (AP1 —

Willie McClendon hammered
149

yards,

bocoming
alltime

aut
(.

Tath
methodically
Varginia Milltary Institute 41-
310 college foatball Saturday

MeClendon’s yardage lif
his seasan total 1o 1,115 yards,

erasing by 12 yards the
i ax
%
B
s v T
A
Pk 313 Pus
e s 3
P knd e 1
Tranien sy W ao
previous Georgia standard
set by (ormer  Heisman

Trophy winner Frank Sink-
wich in 1341

Georgia. a four-touchdown
Taverite, scored on four of its.
Tirst five possessions as the
Bulldogs easily rolled to their

sixth straight victory an
their seventh [n eight garaes
this year.

VMI, 3-6, avalded a shutoul
when Craig Jones kicked a 40-
yard field goal with oniy 74
seconds remaining in the
third quarter

Jetf Pyburn fired a 30-yard
pass to Lindsay Scolt ‘or
Georgla's first  touchdown
and freshman quarterback
Buck Belue scored on an 11-
yard run as Georgla built a
20-0 halftime edge. The other
scoring had céfne on field
ﬁ“h of 24.and 32 yards by

ex Roblnson,

Georgia©  added  three
second-hall touchdowns on a
1gard  run James
Womaek, a 41-yard sprint by
Ronnie Stewart and a 19-yard
run by freshman Matt Siman,

McClendog -also became
only the [ourth Georgia
player in history to gain 2,000
rds, 1fling his career total
102,031,

McClendon did not easily
ains!

make his yard the
Kiydets. He had only 102
yards after his{irst 25 carries
and then caught VMI ofl
guard when he took a snap o
a fake punt and raced 30
yards to Lhe YMI 41, where on
the next play Stewart broke
loose on his scoring run.
With the score 343,
McClendon came back In the
game shooting for Sinkwich's
school record and got only §
ylrdl on his firsl
o3 before * finally
hrelltln; the mark on 8 12-
yard run with ‘about

three

Bulldogs Whip

minutes left in the game. H
saw no more action after
that.

Georgia hit the Kaydets
with two_long passes during
the game, 8 Si-ytrder from
Belue to Antheny Arnold at
the 12, setting up a feld goal,
and a S6-yarder from D-
Sawyer to Gene Veal, sell
up Simon’s 19-yard lnunhv
dowrrrun.

VMI crossed midfield only
once in the first half, that
after recovering a- Georgl
fumble on the Kaydets'
VMImeved Lo the Georgla 4]
where Jones fafled on
yard field goal attempt.
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Hawks Lose

ATLANTA — New Jersey's
Eric Money sank a 17-foater
with 32 seconds remaining as
the Nets defeated the Atlanta
Hawks 118117 in overtime
Saturday  in  National
Basketball Associalion ac-
tion, =

Hawk John Drew's Tield
goal with 1:52 remaining in
regular time tied Ihe score
109109, and Nel “Winfred
Boynes.missed an 18-footer at
the buzzer to send the game
into overtime.

The Nets survived a frantic
scramble  for' a  rebédnd

_beneath Atlante’s goal after
‘Eddie Johnson ‘missed a 16-
foot shot in the closing
seconds of the overtime

period.
‘Rookie Jack Givens put the - Flam

Hawks up by six with 7:30

remaining ' the game, but
New Jersey came back to tle
the game at 101-101 with 4:55
remaining. From then the
lead changed hands three
times but never by more than
two points

Canadiens End-
Flames Streak

MONTREAL (AP) — Guy
Lapointe's power play gnll. at
1:33 of the third
snapped a e and gnv: th:-
Montreal Canadiens a 42

tional Hockey League
umsh over Atlanta
Saturdasy night, ending the
es’ me unbeaten

streak.



