Wildcats Erase Trojan Hopes

By GARY ROBINSON
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When the sttack Nnally
ended, lste i e third
Quarier, (e sooreboard
showed the lopranked
undeicated Widcats oo he
long end of & 534 soore. The
Trojans, who went inte the

game with playoll and
subregion Litie bopes
following Ord County’s
2107 upset of THN, Onally

scored wilth eighl seconds
lefl on the clock o cut the
finel margis to 33-7
| thought both teams

played Anfull; well,™
winning coach Nick Hyder
sald. “Dougherty played
with a lot of intensity
kept attacking and |
that is typical of Region |
AAAA ™

The win wrapped up the
Northern Division title for
the Wildcats for the second
straight year and marked
the first year 2 team had
finished unbeaten in the
region since 1973's
Thomasville B

“They &re a fine football
team.,'" Dougherty
delensive coordinator Rex
Lynch sald. “They are
better than we are, there's
00 question about that If
we had played a real good
game, we might have been
&ble to beat them., If we had
gollen that one louchdown
in the second quarter, it
would have been closer.”

The play to which Lynch
referred was the game's
most coontroversial, and
came midway through the
second period. Valdosta,
after a scoreless [first
period, had marched 85
yards in 19 plays, con-
suming 8:06 of time bet-

DOL GME’(T\"Q DAV![_) HOMER AND HENRY HILL CONVERGE ON VALDOSTA RUNNER ERNEST KING
Wildcats' Quick -Scoring Ability Sent Trojans To 337 Defeat, Ending Playof! No'E-
akt S8/t Phot

woen (bhe first and second
quarter. Ernest King
scored the first of his three
louchdowns on a six-yard
run with 9:34 left in the
half

The Trojans were unable
to move past their own 43
and punted, but Valdosta's
Bobby Johnson fumbied on
the second play from
scrimmage and Glenn
Walker recovered for

rty.

Quarterback Chris
Norman moved the team to
the 10, bul the Trojans
spent too long o the huddie
on first down and were
E_emlned back to the 15

rom there, Alonzo Hall
broke through a big hole
and got the Wildcat 3, but
fumbled when he was hit,
Several players had op-
portunities to capture the

bounding pigskin, but of-
ficials ruled the ball rolled
the end line, giving
'aldosta a touchback
Dougherty mentor
Luther Welsh flew out on
the field to protest and was
penalized 15 yards for his
troubles with 4:01 left in the
half, It was at that point,
that Valdosta's quick-
strike potential took hold
From there own 35, the
‘Cals moved &4 yards In
four plays. Quarterback
John tinger whipped a
{l-yard pass o running
back Irven Roe, taking the
ball to the Dougherty 8 and
King rolled in on a
with2:48 left for a 14-0 lead.
Frustrated, the Trojans
could not move and Nor-
man unleashed one of his
long, high punts, a 43-
yarder that was returned

nine yards (o (the
Dougherty 49 by Troy
Thomas

Again, it took the “Cals
just four plays to score,
although they neoeded »
pass Interference call lo
nullify a Dougberty In-
terception on the second
play. Linebacker Wendell
Covin bilitzed 'in on second
down with the "Cats on the
Trojan 34, droppin
Lastinger for a 16-ya
loss, but the senior quar-
terback, who won the
region passing title with his
performance, tossed a 50-
yard touchdown pass to
Roe on the very next play
with just three seconds left
on the clock. A bad snap
prevented an extra point.

Thomas Intercepted a
Norman pass midway
through the third stanza

Jefl Moye

with Valdosta holding a 20
0 lead and returned It from
the Trojan 37 to the 4. The
Wildeats needed only one
play to score, with King
crossing easily The pass
for two points failed
leaving the score 26-0

Valdosta's final score
came after a Norman punt
was returned by Thomas to
the Dougherty 43. King

lkced up eight yards and

stinger passed to Sam
Fletcher for four yards,
then loaded up and found
Roe again In the end zone
for a sparkling 31-yard
connection. Dave, Reaves’
kick with 2:06 in the period
ended the 'Cats scoring at
1.

“Lastinger-to-Roe was
an awful good combination
tonight," Hyder said. It
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